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NATIONAL  POULTRY  IMPROVSIvSNT  PLAIT 


Introduction 

This  national  poultry  improvement  plan  has  Been  developed  uith 
a  view  toward  estahlishing  the  poultry  hreeding  industry  upon  as  sound 
a  "basis  as  possi"ble.  The  adoption  of  the  plan  in  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  should  ultimately  accomplish  two  things;  (1)  Ihike 
poultry  production  more  efficient,  thereby  making  poultry  raising  more 
profita'ble;  and,  (2)  bring  a'bout  an  improvement  in  the  q'uality  of 
ha,tching  eggs,  "baby  chicks,  breeding  stock,  and  market  products. 
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The  primary  pui'T''Ose  of  the  Tjlan  is  to  identify,  authoritatively, 
poultry  breeding  stock,  Iiatching  eggs,  and  chicks  with  respect  to  quality 
by  describing  t'nem  in  terms  luniformly  accepted  in  all  parts  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  protection  is  thereby  afforded  producers  from  unscrupn.lous  competi¬ 
tion  and  purchasers  are  enabled  to  buy  with  confidence. 


Proper  Sanitation  of  &reat  Importance 

Health  is  the  foundation  of  successful  h^.sbandry  since  upon  it 
depends  successful  production  and  reproduction.  Constitutional  vigor 
and  sanitation  provide  the  best  insura,ncG  against  ill  health.  Every 
poultryman  and  every  hatcheryman,  therefore,  is  under  obligation  to 
maintain  his  lo.ying  and  breeding  stock  in  the  best  possible  state  of 
health  by  keeping  his  premises  in  the  best  possible  state  of  sanitation. 

Since  the  spread  of  fhe  majority  of  the  more  imj)ortant  poultry 
diseases  results  from  conditions  of  filth,  it  becomes  evident  that 
several  disease  conditions  are  amenable  to  sanitary  measures. 


General  Reg^ulations 

1.  Blocks,  eggs,  ■’hicks,  and  hatcheries  sh^-ll  be  subject  to 
inspection  at  least  once  yearly  by  properly  constituted  authority. 

2.  All  inspectors  shadl  be  a,uthorized  by  the  official  State 

agency . 

3.  Poultry  laying  and  breeding  houses  shall  be  kept  reasonably 
clean  and  in  0,  satisfactory  condition. 
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4.  The  land  in  the  inimediate  vicinity  of  the  poultry  laying,  and 
"breeding  houses  shall  he  kept  in  aa  sanitary  condition  as  possihle4 

5»  Hatcheries  and  all  incubator  equipment  shall  he  kept  in 
strictly  sanitar,y  condition  at  all  times  and  incubators  shall  he 
properly  cleaned  and  disinfected  after  each  hatch. 

6.  All  eggs  used  in  any  stage  of  this  plan  shall  he  reasonably 
uniform  in  size  and  shape,  sound  in  shell,  and  shall  he  free  from  tints 
in  the  case  of  all  white-egg  l'"eeds. 

7«  All  chicks  shall  he  normal  and  representative  of  the  breed 
and  variety  and  at  hatching  time  s'nall  wei^  at  least  S  pounds  net 
per  loo  chicks. 

5.  Delivery  of  chicks  shall  he  made  in  approved  types  of 
chick  boxes  properly  ventilated  and  secm'ely  tied  and  chicks  shall 

he  shipped  to  reach  the  ultimate  purchaser  within  J2  hours  of  the  tine 
of  hatching  as  now  prescribed  by  the  IT.  S»  Postal  Regulations. 

9*  In  all  flocks  tested  under  this  plan  for  pullor'jm  disease, 
the  testing  shall  he  done  by  properly  qualified  parties  designated  by 
the  official  State  agency. 

10.  Breeding  stock,  hatching  eggs,  and  chicks  sold  or  offered 
for  sale  shall  he  designated  by  offici.al  labels  or  tags  defining  the 
grade  in  strict  accord  with  the  retaliations  of  this  Rational  Poultry 
Improvement  Plan. 

11.  All  advertising  must  comply  with  the  Pair  Trade  Practice 
rules  for  this  industry  approved  by  the  pederal  Trade  Commission. 

12.  Official  State  Agency.  —  An  official  State  agency  is  an 
agency  such  as  the  State  department  of  agriculture,  State  college 
of  agriculture,  or  other  agency  recognized  officially  by  a  State 
government. 

13*  Official  State  Inspector.  —  An  official  State  inspector  is 
an  employee  of  an  official  Stc.be  agency,  the  State  department  of  agri¬ 
culture,  the  State  college  of  agriculture,  or  other  agency  recognized 
officially  by  a  State  government,  whose  major  duties  comprise  the 
official  inspection  of  flocks,  eggs,  chicks,  hatcheries,  poultry 
premises,  records,  and  methods  employed  in  carrying  on  official  State 
poultry  improvement  work. 


FIRST  BREEDING  STAGE 

N.  S.  APPROVED  FLOCKS  shall  meet  the  following  requirements: 

(1)  Females  shall  bo  rigidly  and  thoroughly  selected  once  each  year 
for  constitutional  vigor  and  for  egg  production,  such  selected  females 
to  combine  standa.rdbred  and  production  qualities  to  a  reasonably  high 
degree,  (2)  males  shall  be  from  U.  S.  Approved  flocks  or  better  and 
shall  be  selected  especially  for  consitutional  vigor  and  standardbred 
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q-ualities,  (3)  "the  section  of  the  flocks  shall  he  approved  hy  an 
official  State  inspector, 

Tlie  method  of  production  judging  prescribed  hy  the  State  college 
*  of  agriculture  or  other  properly  constituted  State  agency  shall  serve  as 
the  basis  for  the  selection  of  males  and  females.  All  birds  to  be  used 
in  U.  S,  Approved  flocks  shall  be  selected  by  an  official  State  inspec¬ 
tor  or  by  a  flock-selecting  agent,  who  shall  be  required  to  take  a  course 
of  training  in  standardbred  and' production  judging  prescribed  by  the 
State  college  of  agriculture  or  other  properly  cons'tituted  State  agency 
and  shall  be  reouired  to  pass  an  examination  and  be  authorized  by  the 
official  State  agency  to  do  flock-selection  work. 

All  birds  selected  for  U,  S»  Approved  flocks  shall  be  banded, 
at  the  time  of  selection,  with  sealed  and  n-umbered  leg  bands  secured 
through  the  official  State  agency.  Birds  rejected  by  the  official 
State  inspector  or  by  the  flock-selecting  agent  shall  have  their  tails 
clipped,  leg  bands  removed,  and  sliall  bo  kept  separate  from  the  breeding 
flocks.  The  selection  of  birds  for  a  U.  S»  Approved  flock  shall  be  com¬ 
pleted  at  least  20  days  before  any  eggs  for  hatching  are  collected. 

Before  the  individual  flock,  from  which  it  is  proposed  to  sell 
direct  to  purchaser  U.  S,  Approved  eggs  or  chicks,  may  be  recognized  as 
a  U.  S.  Approved  flock,  it  shall  be  inspected  and  approved  by  an  offi¬ 
cial  State  inspector  and  before  a  hatchery  may  offer  for  sale  U«  S, 
Approved  chicks  of  any  one  breed  or  variety,  at  least  one-third  of  the 
hatchery  flocks  supplying  eggs  to  the  hatchery  sliall  be  inspected  and 
approved  by  an  official  State  inspector,  provided  that  at  least  one- 
third  of  the  flocks  selected  by  each  authorized  selecting  agent  are 
inspected  and  approved.  The  inspection  of  a  flock  by  an  official  State 
inspector  shall  consist  of  the  physical  examination  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  males  and  females  to  satisfy  the  official  State  inspector  that 
the  flock  is  worthy'-  of  approval.  All  inspection  work  shall  be  completed 
at  least  20  days  before  any  eggs  are  collected  for  hatching. 

No  birds  except  those  with  official  sealed  and  number  leg  bands 
shall  be  allowed  in  the  breeding  flocks,  and  no  male  birds  shall  be 
allowed  in  any  other  flock  except  U.  S.  Verified,  U.  S,  Certified,  or 
IT.  S.  R*  0,  P,  flocks  that  may  be  kept  on  the  same  premises. 

Only  one  Vepriety  shall  be  kept  on  a  farm  unless,  where  more  than 
one  Variety  is  kept,  ample  provision  has  been  made  to  keep  these  varieties 
and  their  eggs  separate. 

IT.  S.  APPROVED  EGOS  shall  come  only  from  U.  S»  Approved  flocks 
or  of  a  better  U.  S.  grade  and  shall  weigh  at  least  1-11/12  o\mces  each, 

IT.  S.  iPPROVED  CHICKS  shall  be  hatched  only  from  IT.  S*  Approved 
eggs  and  in  IT.  S.  Approved  hatcheries. 

U»  S«  APPROVED  HA.TGHERIES  shall  be  kept  in  strictly  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  at  all  times  and  incubators  must  be  carefully  cleaned  and  disin¬ 
fected  after  each  hatch.  Each  hatchery  shcall  be  inspected  by  an  official 
inspector  at  least  once  during  the  hatching  season.  The  management  shall 
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keep  accurate  records  concerning  the  nuaher  of  eggs  received  from 
each  flock,  name  and  address  of  each  purchaser,  the  numher,  breed, 
and  Variety,  and  the  date  of  shipment  of  all  chicks.  These  records 
shall  be  open  for  officia,!  inspection  at  all  times.  Eggs  received 
and  chicks  liatched  shall  be  subject  to  inspection  at  all  timiss.  U. 

S.  Approved  hatcheries  may  not  ha,tch  for  sale  other  than  U.  S.  Approved 
chicks  except  as  hereinafter  prescribed. 

SECOND  EREEDIEG  STAGE 

U.  S.  YEEIEIED  ELCGKS  shall  fulfill  all  the  requirements  of 
the  U.  S.  Approved  flocks  and  shall  be  mated  to  males  produced  by  flock 
matings  of  U.  S.  R.  0.  ?.  males  and  U.  S.  R.  0.  P.  females.  The  chicks 
produced  by  these  flock  matings  of  U.  S.  R.  0.  P.  raaJes  and  femaJes  sliall 
be  wing-banded  at  hatching  time  with  official,  sealed  wing  bands  in  order 
that  the  cockerels  reared  may  be  uidentificd  at  the  time  of  inspection  by 
the  official  State  inspector. 

The  males  and  females  used  in  U.  S.  Verified  flocks  shaJl  be  of 
at  least  qualifying  standard  weight  as  ■  designated  by  the  official  Sta,te 
agency  in  cooperation  with  the  State  college  of  agriculture  or  other 
properly  constitiited  Sta,t3  agency  which  gives  the  prescribed  training- 
in  standardbred  and  production  jtidging.  The  birds  shrull  be  selected  by 
an  official  Stcote  inspector  or  by  a  selection  agent  once  each  yea.r  and 
the  flocks  shall  be  inspected  by  an  official  State  inspector  at  least 
tv/ice  each  year,  one  inspection  of  which  shall  be  during  the  hatching 
season. 

U.  S.  VERIEISD  EGGS  shall  com.e  only  from  U.  S.  Verified  flocks  or 
from  flocks  of  a  better  U.  S.  grade  and  shall  weigh  at  least  1-11/12  ounces 
each.  • 

U.  S.  VEPJFIED  CHICKS  shall  be  hatched  only  from  U.  S.  Verified 
eggs.  The  conditions  of  sale  and  shipping  as  applied  to  U.  S.  Approved 
chicks  shall  also  apply  to  U.  S.  Verified  chicks. 

U.  S.  VERIEISD  HATCHERIES  shall  hatch  for  sale  U.  S.  Verified’  ’ 
chicks  only  or  "J.  S»  R.  0.  ?.  chicks  and  shall  fulfill  all  the  requiro- 
rnents  of  H.  S,  Approved  hatcheries  and  shadl  be  inspected  by  an  official 
State  inspector  at  least  twice  during  the  hatching  season. 


THIPJD  BHBSBIHG  STAGE 

H.  S.  CERTIFIED  FLOCKS  s’la.ll  fulfill  all  the  requirements  of 
the  U.  $*  Apnrovod  flocks  and  shall  be  rtyitod  to  U.  S*  R.  0.  Pi  males 
out  of  U.  S.  R.  C.  P.  females  with  yearly  records  of  DGOormore  eggs. 

(For  the  first  year  of  R.  0.  P.  work  in  any  State,  the  males  need  not 
be  R.  0.  P,  males.)  '  The  males  and  fom.ales  shall  be  of  at  least  qualify-, 
ing  standard  weight  as  desi'gahted  by  the'  official  State  agency'in'coopera- 
tl oh  with  the  State  college  of  agriculture  or  other  properly  constituted 
State  agency  which  gives  the  prescribed  training  in  standardbred  and 
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production  judging.  The  hirds  shall  he  selected  hy  an  official  inspector 
once  each  year  and  flocks  shall  he  inspected  hy  an  official  inspector  at 
least  twice  each  3/ear,  one  inspection  of  which  shall  he  during  the  hatch¬ 
ing  season. 

U.  S.  CERTIFIED  EGGS  shall  come  only  from  U.  S.  Certified  flocks 
and  shall  weigh  at  least  2  ounces  each. 

,U.  S.  CERTIFIED  CHICKS  shall  he  hatched  only  from  U.  S.  Cer-  . 
tified  eggs  and  in  U.  S.  Certified  hatcheries,  except  tliat  a  hatchery 
may  produce  U.  S.  Certified  chicks  of  one  breed  or  variety  and  5. 
Approved  of  another  breed  or  variety,  in  which  case  the  hatchery  shall 
he  recognized  as  a  U«  S.  Approved  hatchery.  The  conditions  of  sale  and 
shipping  as  applied  to  U.  S.  Approved  clucks  shall  also  e.pply  to-  U.  S. 
Certified  chicks. 

U.  S.  CERTIFIED  HATCHERIES  sho.ll  hatch  for  sale  U.  S.  Certified 
chicks  only  or  U.  S*  R*  0*P«  chicks  and  slmll  fulfill  all  the  require¬ 
ments  of  U.  B*  Approved  hatcheries . and  shall  he  inspected  hy  an  official 
State  inspector  at  least  tT,7ice  during  the  hatching  season. 


FOURTH  BREEDING  STAGE 

U.  S.  RECORD  OF  PERFORIiiANCE :  Record  of  Performance  embraces 

records  of  egg  production  made  on  the  breeder’s  premises  under  official 
supervision  and  records  of  egg  production  mads  at  officially  conducted 
egg-laying  contests,  when  such  records  are  passed  upon  hy  the  official 
State  inspector  or  official  State  supervisor  and  when  the  individual 
hirds  meet  other  R*  0*  P*  requirements*  The  trap  nests  used  in  this 
work  shall  he  of  an  approved  type  and  shall  he  kept  in  perfect  working 
order  at  all  times’.  The  poultry  plant  shall  he  open  at  all  times  for 
unannounced  inspection  hy  an  official  inspector  and  all  egg-production 
records  shall  also  he  subject  to  inspection  upon  the  inspector’s  request. 
At  the  time  of  each  inspection,  the  inspector  shall  have  sole  charge  of 
the  trap  nests  and  of  eggs  laid.  No  other  females  thian  those  entered  in 
Record  of  Performance  work  shall  he  allowed  in  the  pens. 

R*  0*  P*  eggs,  chicks,  and  breeding  stock  may  he  produced  only  on 
an  R.  0*  P*  breeder's  premises.  ^ 

To  he  eligible  for  U,  S.  R.  0.  P.  work,  all  females  shall  have 
been  raised  from  U.  S.  R.  0.  P.  or  U.  S.  Certified  flocks  or  others  of 
equal  private  breeding,  and  shall  he  free  frora  disqualifications. 
Eligibility  shall  he  confined  to  any  standard  breed  or  variety  or  any 
other  breed  or  variety  recognized  hy  the  United  States  Record  of  Per¬ 
formance  Federation. 

All  hirds  on  the  premises  of  an  R*  0.  P.  breeder  shall  he  under 
R.  0.  P.  supervision  except  for  certain  privately  conducted  matings  so 
designated  hy  the  R.  0*  P.  breeder,  provided,  (1)  they  are  kept  separate 
from  R.  0.  P.  breeding  pens;  (2)  the  pullet  progeny  of  privately  con¬ 
ducted  matings  are  kept  separate  from  females  entered  for  qualification 
as  R*  0.  P.  females;  (3)  in  advertising,  offering  for  sale,  or  selling 
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any  hatching  eggs  or  progeny  of  privately  conducted  matings  it  is  stated 
that  such  hatching  eggs  or  progeny  are  not  from  R.  0.  P.  matings.  Female 
progeny  of  privately  conducted  matings  shall  not  qualify  as  R*  0.  P. 
females  except  when  trap-nested  under  R.  0*  P.  supervision,  and  male 
progeny  of  privately  conducted  m.atings  may  not  he  used  in  R.  0.  P. 
breeding  pens  (except  at  the  discretion  of  the  State  R.  0.  P.  supervisor). 
(This  paragraph  is  subject  to  modification  upon  recommendation  of  the  U. 

S.  Record  of  Performance  Federation.) 

All  flocks  shall  be  inspected  at  least  seven  times  a  year.  In 
the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  contagious  disea,se  upon  a,  •Doultry  plant 
where  R»  0-»  P.  work  is  carried  on,  inspection  may  be  temporarily  sus¬ 
pended. 

•  R.  0.  P.  STJPSRVISOR:  The  R.  0.  F.  ^supervisor  shall  represent 
the  official  State  agency  supervising  R.  0.  P.  work,  and  his  supervision 
shall  be  of  such  nature  thfit  he  shall  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  all 
R.  0.  P.  records  made  by  authorized  R.  0.  P.  breeders  in  his  jurisdiction. 
He  shall  keep  on  file  in  his  office;  (l)  A  record  of  all' q^ualified  males 
with  at  least  one-generation  nedigree  showing  egg  records  and'  egg  v/eights 
of  the  female  ancestors,  (2)  a  record  of  all  qualified  females  with  their 
egg  records  and  egg  weights  for  their  first  year  of  production.  He  shall 
also  keep  on  file  a  record  of  all  R.  0.  P.  matings  and  all  R.  0.  P.  chicks 
wing-banded  per  each  breeding  female  with  one-generation  pedigree.  If 
necessary,  due  to  lack  of  storage  space,  these  records  may  be  destroyed 
when  five  years  old. 

The  R.  0.  P.  supervisor  may  bring  charges  a.gainst  any  R.  0.  P. 
breeder  for  falsifying  records,  'unethical  conduct  in  his  "business 
methods  or  for  any  other  caiise  which  he  may  consider  detrimental  to 
R.  0.  P.  work.  Upon  such  charges  being  proved  in  a  fair  hearing  the 
offending  breeder  must  be  reprimanded  or  suspended,  according  to  the 
nat\ire  and  enormity  of  the  offense.  ' 

R. '0,  P.  IHSPECTOR;  The  R.  0.  P.  inspector  shall  work  under  the 
direction  of 'the  R,  0.  P.  supervisor.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  visit 
and  inspect  the  work  of  each  R.  0.  P.  breeder  at  least  seven  days  each 
year,  his  visit  to  be  unannounced  arid  so  timed  that  each  season  of  the 
year  shall  be  represented  in  his  reports.  On  each  visit  he  shall  do 
the  trap-nesting  for  the  day  and  shall  record  all  eggs  'and  egg  Weights 
of  all  eggs  laid  by  each  individual  hen  entered  in  R.  0.  P.  During  the 
breading  season,  he  shall  examine  all  hens  in  R.  0.  P.  matings  to  see 
that  credit  for  eggs  laid  'is  not  being  given  to  heris  apparently  o'!:!.!  of 
production,  'and  to  see  that  the  same  birds  constitute  'the'se  matings  as 
listed  with,  the  supervisor.-  He  shall  compare  the  number  of  eggs  being 
incubated  from  each  hen  with  the  n-umber  she  is  credited  with  having 
laid  during  the  corresponding  period,  and  shall  have  authority  to  test 
them  for  fertility,  and  \7hen  the  hatch  is  reported  compare  his  findings 
with  the  number  of  chicks  reported  hatched  and  wing-banded.  He.  shall 
be  at  -all '.times':  courteous  'to  breeders  but  shall  be' on  the  alert  to"  '  . 
discover  errors  in  records  or  violations  of  rules,  intentional  or 
otherwise.  He  shall  immediately  report  to'  the  supervisor  any  suspicious 
circumstances  or  appearance  of  fraud  in  the  records  of  business  dealings  ,  . 
of  an.'R.  0»,P.*. I  breeder.-:  '  '' '  -  ^ 
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R.  0.  P.  ESSED3R:  An  R.  0.  P.  breeder  is  one  operating  a  poultry 
breeding  plant  under  official  State  siipervision.  His  flock  or  flocks 
must  consist  of  purebred  poultry  of  a  recognized  breed,  and  be  trap-nested 
at  regilar  intervals  each.. day,  every  day  of  the  year.  He  shall  send  to 
his  supervisor,  not  later  than  the  tenth  d.ay  of  each  month,  a  complete 
report" of  all  R.  0*  P.  egg  records  and  egg  weights  for  the  previous 
month.  His  egg-pedigree  and  sales  records  shall  at  all  times  be  open 
to  excumination  by  the  supervisor  or.  inspector. 

U.  S.  R.  0.  P.  PSrtALSS:  PrfLlsts  shall  liave  laid  200  or  more  eggs 
during  the  first  laying  year,  which,  in  the  case  of  birds  on  the  breeders' 
premises,  shall  mean  3^5  days  from  the  time  of  laying  the  first  egg  in 
trap  nest,  provided -thak  a.11  first-year  records  shall  eiid  by  Hovember  30 » 
except  that  pullets  entered  in-  R*  C*  P.  after  Pecembor  1  may  oe  allowed 
to  complete  a,  full  year's  record,  and  such  records  that  enable  pullets 
to  qualify  for  E.  0.  P.  shall  be  included  in  the  following  year's  report. 
In  the  case  of  contest  pullets  the  first  laying  year  shall  mean  the 
duration  of  the  official  contest  year. 

The  eggs  of  each  pullet  shall  attain  an  average  weight  of  at  least 
2  ounces  after  the  second  laying  month  or  not  later  than  Jjinuary  1.  Year¬ 
ling  and  older  hens  entered  for  R.  0.  P.  q''ialif ication  shall  ha.ve  laid 
200  or  more  eggs  during  the  trap-nest  year,  in  which  case  any  laying  year 
shall  mean  3^5  days  from  the  first  egg  laid  in  trap  nest.  The  eggs  of 
each  yearling  or  older  hen  entered  for  R.  0.  P.  q^^.alification  shaJl  attain 
an  average  weight  of  25  ouices  per  dozen. 

The  breeder  shall  record  the  weight  of  each  egg  laid  in  the  flock 
under  trap  nest  for  R.  0,  P.  records  for  three  successive  days  each  month, 
beginning  with  January  1  or  not  to  exceed  75  days  after  the  pullet  has 
laid  her  first  egg  in  trap  nest,  and  continuing  through  the  remainder  of 
the  R.  0.  P.  year.  The  inspector  shall  f^eigh  all  eggs  on  each  day's  in¬ 
spection.  An  average  of  all  weights  taken  by  the  breeder  and  the  in¬ 
spector  for  each  female  during  her  first  trap-nest  year  shall  be  her 
official,  average  .egg  weight* 

All  females  of  whj.to-egg-la^ung  varieties  laying  tinted  eggs 
shall  be  removed  from  Ri<  0,  P.  flocks.  All  females  laying  eggs  of 
undesirable  shape  shall  be  removed  from  R.  C.  P.  flocks. 

Any  bird  showing  a  disqualification  ,maj"  be  removed  from  an 
R»  0.  F.  flock  by  an  official  inspector  at  any  time. 

At  the  time  of  the  final  qualifying  inspection  all  females  shall 
be  of  at  least  qualifying  v/eight  for  the  breed  or  variety  as  designa-ted 
in  the  American  Standard  of  Perfection,  allowfuice  being  tmade  for  the 
standard  weight  tolerance.  The  weights  of  each  imllet  entered  in  R.  0»  P. 
shall  be  taken  twice  between  February  1  and  August  1  and  the  average  of 
these  weights  shall  be  considered  for  purposes  of  qualifying  for  R.  0*  P. 
All  birds  qualifying  as  U.  S.  R.  0.  P»  femcules  sh-all  be  banded  ■'.Tith  at 
least  one  R,  0,  P.  sealed  and  nunbered  leg  band  as  soon  as  possible  after 
qiialif  ication. 


U.  S.  E.  0.  P.  MALPS:  MJiles  psoduced  from  IT*  S.  R.  p»  P.  chicks 
siiall  he  eligible  for  R»  0*  P.  certificates  provided  thep  shall  heave 
passed  the  final  individual  inspection  of  an  official  inspector  not 
earlier  than  6  months  of  age.  Each  male  passed  by  an  inspector  shall 
possess  strong  constitutional  vigor  and  shall  be  a  good  representative 
of  the  breed  or  variety,  shall  be  free  from  standard  disqualifications 
and  shall  be  banded  with  E.  0.  P.  official  sealed  and  numbered  leg  bands 
when  passed  by  the  inspector.  At  the  time  of  inspection  and  banding, 
the  inspector  shall  make  a  complete  record  of  the  wing  and  leg-band 
numbers  of  each  male  banded. 

U.  S.  R*  C.  P.  I'REEDIITG  PENS  shall  be  comprised,  of  U.  S.  R.  0*  ?. 
females  mated,  to  U.  S.  R.  0.  ?•' males  out  of  U.  3.  R.  0.  P.,  females  with 
minimum  records  of  22^  eggs  and*  sired  by  an  E.  0.  F.  male.  The  maJes 
shall  be  of  at  least  qualifying  weight  as  outlined  in  the  American  Stan¬ 
dard  of  Perfection.  (Por  the  first  yea,r  of  R.  0.  P*  work  by, /any  breeder 
the  male  need  not  be  out  of  U.  S*  R.  C.  P.  females  provided  he  is  of  equal 

pedigree.  No  eggs  of  progeny  from  such  a  mating  shall  be  recognized  as 

R.  0.  P.  products*  With  the  approval  of  the  official  State  supervisor, 
females  other  than  R.  0.  P.  females  ma,y  be  used  in  tj,  S,  R«  Q.  P.  breed¬ 
ing  pens  but  the  eggs  and  progeny  secured  from  such  females,  shall  not  be 
recognized  as  R.  0.  P.  products.) 

Only  one  male  shall  be  allowed  in  a  single  breeding  pen  at  any 
one  time,  the  date  of  entry  and  removal  of  males  being  properly  recorded. 

The  females  shall  be  trap-nested  throughout  the  breeding  season  and 

each  egg  shall  be  numbered  with  the  R.  0.  P.  number  of  the  female  that 
laid  it  and  the  n'jmber  of  the  mating.  For  each  female,  an  accurate  record 
shall  be  kept  of  all  eggs  laid  during  the  breeding  season,  the  number  of 
eggs  sold,  the  number  of  eggs  incubated,  the  total  number  of  good  chicks 
hatched  and  banded.  Upon  request,  eggs  that  do  not  h^tch, shall  be  held 
for  the  inspector. 

If  the  eggs  are  to  be  incubated  to  produce  R.  0.  P*  chicks,  a 
report  must  be  made  of  the  nuaber  of  eggs  from  each  hen,  with  her  pen 
number  and  egg  record,  a  copy  of  which  must  be  sent  to  the  supervisor 
within  five  days  after  incubation  the  eggs  has  begun. 

All  U.  S.  R.  0*  P.  breeding  pens  shall  bo  inspected  at  least  twice 
during  the  breeding  season. 

U.  S..  R.  0.  P.  EGSS  offered  for  sal.)  or  Used  for  hatching  shall 
come  only  from  U.  S.  R.  0.  F.  breeding  pens  and  shall  weigh  at  least  2 
ounces  each  8.nd  shall  average  25  or  more  ounces  per  doson.  Each  egg 
shall  bear  the  R.  0.  P.  number  of  the  hen  tliat  laid  it  and  the  mrrnber  of 
the  breeding  pen. 

U.  S.  R.  0.  P.  CHICKS  shall  come  only  from  U.  S.  R.  0.  P.  eggs. 

The  chicks  from  each  female  shall  be  hatched  separately  in  pedigree  baskets 
or  sacks  and  shall  be  banded  individually  with  official  sealed  wing  bands. 
An  accurate  record  of  all  chicks  banded  shall  be  .furnished  the  State  su¬ 
pervisor  within  5  days  after  the  date  of  hatch.  The  chicks  shall  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  inspection  at  any  time.  The  bands  from  dead  chicks  shall  be  re¬ 
tained  for  the  information  of  the  inspector  and  upon  request  furnished 
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to  Mm. 

FRA.UD:  Evidence  of  frand  in  connection  with  any  form  of  R.  0«  P. 
work,  when  established  after  a  thoron^^h  investigation  and  hearing,  shall 
"bar  such  person  or  persons  fo^md  guilty  from  further  R,  0*  ?•  work  for  a 
period  of  at  least  2  years. 


FIFTH  EESSDII'TG  STAGE 

REGISTER  OF  ItSRIT;  A  Register  of  Merit  (R.  0.  M.)  male  is  an 
R*  0.  P*  male  out  of  an  R.  0.  P.  or  an  R->  0.  mating  ’'’hich,  when  mated 
to  R«  0.  P*  or  H.  0.  M.  females,  has  at  least  one-third  of  his  daughters 
entered  in  R.  0»  ?.  q’Aalify  for  R.  0.  P*,  with  a  minimum  of  20  tha.t 
qualify. 


A  Register  of  Merit  (E.  0.  M.)  female  is  an  R.  0.  P.  female  out 
of  an  R,  0.  ?•  or  R*  0.  M.  mating  which,  when  mated  to  an  R«  0.  P.  or 
E.  0.  M,  male,  has  at  least  one-third  of  her  d?iUghters  entered  in 
R.  0.  P,  qualify  for  H.  0,  P*,  with  a  minimum  of  4  that  qualify. 


Register  of  Merit  matings: 

A.  A  Double-Star  Register  of  Merit  mating  is  a  mating  of  an 
R.  0.  M.  mrde  and  an  R.  0#  M.  female, 

3.  A  Single-Star  Register  of  Merit  mating  is  a  mating  consist¬ 
ing  of  any  of  the  five  following  combinations; 

1.  R.  0,  M.  male  x  R,  0.  P,  daughters  out  of  a  Double-Star 

R.  0.  M.  mating. 

2.  R.  C.  M.  male  x  females  belonging  to  full-sister  families 

of  4  or  more  R,  0.  F.  daughters  of  an  H,  0.  M.  female, 

3.  R.  0.  ?.  male  out  of  Double-St.az’  H.  0.  H.  mating  x 

,R,.0.  M,  females* 

4.  R,  C.  P.  male  (that  is  a  member  of  a  full-sister  family 

of  4  or  more  R.  0.  P,  daughters  of  an  R.  0.  M.  female) 

X  fi.  0.  M.  females, 

5.  R.  0.  P.  male  as  in  nos.  3  or  4  x  females  as  in  jfo,  2, 


PULLORUI,!  CONTROL 

1,  (a)  Matters  relating  to  disease  shall  be  under  the  direction 

of  the^ livestock  sanitary  authorities  or  officials  of  the  State  college 
of  agriculbure  or  similarly  authorized  State  agency  of  the  respective 
States  in  cooperation  with  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry. 
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(b)  In  order  to  qualify  as  a  U.  S.  Pullorum-Tested  flock 
the  testing  of  "birds  for  carriers  of  the  pullorum  organism  shall  be 
done  by  a  livestock  sanitary  authority,  an  official  of  the  State  college 
of  agriculture  or  similarly  aathorized  State  employee,  or  by  a  pulloram- 
testing  agent,  who  shall  be  required  to  talce  a  course  of  training  in 
pullorum  testing  prescribed  by  the  livestock  sanitary  authorities  or 
officials  of  the  State  college  of  agriculture  and  shall  be  required  to 
pass  an  examination  and  be  authorized  by  the  official  State  agency  to 

do  pullorum-testing  work.  The  livestock  sanitary  authorities,  officials 
of  the  State  college  of  agriculture,  or  similarly  authorized  State  em¬ 
ployee  under  whose  supeiwusion  the  pullorum-testing  vTork  is  carried  on 
shall  assume  responsibility  for  the  accuracy  of  the  testing  work  done  by 
the  pullorum-testing  agents. 

(c)  In  order  to  qualify  as  a  U.  S.  Pullorum-Rissed  or  U.  S. 
Pul lorum-G lean  flock,  the  testing  of  birds  for  carriers  of  the  pullorum 
organism  shall  be  done  by  a  livestock  sanitary  authority,  an  official  of 
the  State  college  of  agriculture,  or  similarly  authorized  State  employee. 

2,  In  the  control  of  pullorum  disease  (formerly  known  as  bacil¬ 
lary  white  diarrhea)  on  any  farm  or  poultry  plant,  all  chickens  over 
four  months  of  a,ge  to  be  used  as  breeders  in  the  case  of  flocks  qualifying 
as  U.  S.  Pullorum  Tested  and  all  chickens  over  four  months  of  age  in  the 
case  of  flocks  qualifying  as  IJ.  S.  Pullor,am  Passed  and  U.  S.  Pullorum 
Clean,  must  be  tested  for  pullorum  disease  by  means  of  some  officially 
approved  method  and  reactors  must  bo  removed  from  the  premises  upon  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  test  and  the  premises  must  be  immediately  carefully  cleaned 
and  disinfected  under  official  supervision. 

3*  The  official  test  for  pullorum  disease  in  this  National  Poultry 
Improvement  Pla-n  shall  be  one  of  the  following  agglutination  tests; 

(a)  The  standard  tube  agglutination  test,  as  described  in 

the  Proceedings  of  the  Tj.  S.  Live  Stock  Sanitary  Asso- 
cia,tion,  November  30  to  December  2,  1932,  pages  4S7 
to  491,  or, 

(b)  The  stained-antigen,  rapid,  whole- blood  test,  as  described 

bj/  Schaffer,  MacDonald,  Hall,  and  Bunyea,  in  the  Journal 
of  the  American  Veterinary  Medical  Association,  Vol.  79 
(n.  G.  32)  No.  2,  pp.  236-240,  193 Ij  and  covered  by  U.  S. 
Patent  l,£l6,026,  or, 

(c)  The  rapid  serum  test,  as  described  by  Runnells,  Coon, 

Parley  and  Thorp,  Journal  of  the  American  Veterinary 
Medical  Association,  Vol.  JO  (n.  3.  23)  No. 3,  PP* 

660-662,  1927. 

4.  The  stained  antigen  used  in  the  whole-blood  testing  (see  3*  (1)) 
for  pullorum  disease  shall  be  approved  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agri¬ 
culture. 

5.  Sggs  from  non-pul lo rum- tested  flocks  shall  not  be  incubated  in 
the  same  incubator  nor  in  the  same  room  as  eggs  from  U.  S.  Pullorum- 
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Tested,  U.  S*  or  tJ.  S*  ?ull©riTm-Cleaii>fldok;g.-  Sggs  fn® 

U'.  S.  Pulloram-Tested  f locks  shall  not  be  incubated  in  the  same  incubator 
nor  in  the  same  room  'as  eggf5  from  U.  S«  Pulloram-Passed  and  U*  S«  Pullorum- 
. Clean  flocks*  Chicks  from  non-pullorum-tested  flocks  shall  not  be  hatched 
in  the  same  incubator  nor  in  the  same,  room  nor  brooded  in  the  same  room 
as  chicks  from  U*  S*  Pullorum-Tested,  U.  S.  PulloruiB-Passed,  and  U.  S* 

Pull orum-C lean  flocks.  Chicks  from  U.  S.  Pullorum-Tested  flocks  shall 
nqt  be  hatched- in  the  same ■ incubator  nor  in  the  same  room  nor  brooded 
in  the  same  room  as  chicks  from  U.  S»  Pullorura-Passed  and  U,-  S.  Pullorum- 
Clean  flocks* 

In  separating  a  room  for  the  use  of  two  or  more  incubators,  in 
older  to  comply  with  this  provision,  a  ti^t  partition  is  absolutely 
necessary  and  must  be  provided.  Outside  ventilation  and  an  outside 
entry  for  each  room  is  required*  Any  door  or  opening  between  the  two 
rooms  must  be  sealed  when  chicks  are  being  hatched,  packed,  or  stored  in 
the  room  where  eggs  from  non-pullorum-tested  flocks  are  hatching*  All 
incubators  used  for  hatching  U*  S.  Pullorum-Tested,  U.  S.  Pullorum- 
Passed,  or  U.  S.  Pullorom-Glean  chicks  must  be  thoroughly  cleaned  and 
disinfected  by  spraying  or  fumigation  after  each  hatch,  using  an  offi¬ 
cially  recognized  method. 

6.  U.  S*  Pullorum-Tested,  U.  S*  Pullorum-Passed  or  U*  S*  Pul- 
lorura-Clean  classes  of  chicks,  flocks,  and  hatcheries  may  be  attained, 
produced,  advertised, -and  sold  by  any  hatchery  or  poultry  breeder  com¬ 
plying  with  the  requirements  outlined  in  this  plan*  When  these  classes 
are  attained,  produced,  advertised  or  sold  by  breeders  or  hatcheries 
operating  as  U.  S*  Approved,  TJ*  $•  Certified,  or  U.  S.  R*  0*  P.  in 
accordance  with  this  plan,  the  proper  description  of  such  flocks, 
hatcheries  and  chicks  shall  be  U.  S.  Approved,  Pullorum-Tested;  U*  S. 
Approved,  Pullorum-Passed;  U.  S.  Approved,  Pullorum  Clean;  U*  S*  Certi¬ 
fied,  Pullorura  Tested;  U.  S.  Certified,  Pullorum  Passed;  U.  S.  Certified, 
Pullorum  Clean;  U.  S.  R*  0.  P.,.  Pullorum  Tested;  U«  S.  R.  0.  P.,  Fullor;mi 
Passed;  qr  U.  S*  R.  0.  P.,  Pullorum  Glean. 

I 

7*  All  advertising  mentioning  blood  test  or  blood  testing  shall 
specify  the  disease  tested  for,  the  method  used  in  conducting  the  test, 
and  shall  further  state  under  what  official  supervision  the  test  was 
conducted* 

S«  The  term  "tested"  or  ".blood  tested"  shall  not  be  used  in  con¬ 
nection  with  disease  eradication  or  control  except  as  outlined  in  this 
plan. 

9*  Accredited:  The  usage  of  the  word "accredited"  to  indicate 
breed- improvement,  disease  eradication  or  control,  or  in  any  other  way 
is  prohibited* 


Classes 

U.  S.  PIJLIX)RUI\{*TESTED  FLOCK;  A  flock,  any  members  of  which  are 
Used  ae  breeders,  which  when  tested  for  pullorum  disease  under  the 
supervision  of  an  official  State  agency  within  12  months  immediately 


■preceding'  cte^-e  of  of;  (Jfi^ .  eM.(j!k-s  k^xch  ifldckj 

.which.  .Ms '.had  all  '-iyudica-ted  carriers  of.  p.illoi'um  disease  r^oTod'frora 
the  premises  upon  completion  of.  the  test  and  disposed  of  in  a  manner 
.satisfactory  to  the  official  State  ascncy*  All  birds  remaining  in  the 
flock  shall  he  properly- leg-ibaiL-ded*  Individual  birds  introd;jh.ed  into 
‘pullq,natt-t9sted  flocks  shall  have  passed  within  12  months  a  negative 
test  for  paliorum  disease*- 

U.  S.  PIT1'L0PJJM*TSS.TEI}  HAIGIIEIRY:,  A  hatchery  operating  under  the 
supervision  of  an  official  State  agency  and  hatching  only  eggs  from 
U.  S.  Pullorm-il’ested  flocks  except  custom  hatching,  which  may  be 
carried  on  as  prescribed  in  paragraph  5* 

IT.  S.  PULLOkUM-TEBTED  CEICES:’  Chicks  hatched  from  eggs  produced 
by  U*  S*  Pullonom-Tested  flocks  and  M.tched  in  U.  S.  P-allorum-Tested 
hatcheries* 

E.  S.  HJLLOPUIvJ-TSSTSD  EGGS;  Eggs. from  U.  S,  Pullorum-Tested  flocks-  • 

U.  S.  PULLORmi-PASSBE  ELOCICS;  Flocks  which  when  tested  for 
pullorum  disease  under  the  supervision  of  an  official  State  agency  con¬ 
tain  no  ‘reactors,  the  last  test  being  made  rithin^the  testing  year  imme¬ 
diately,  preceding  date  of  sale  of  hatching  eggs  or  chicks  from  such 
flocks.  Any  unofficial  tests  made  on  breeder's  farm  shall  be  reported 
to  supervisor  and  the  reactors  occurring  in  these  unofficial  tests 
shall  be  considered  on  the  same  basis  as  any  reactors  in  official  tests. 

A  flf)ck.  developed  exclusively  from  parclia-sed  liat chi ng,,  eggs  pro¬ 
duced  by  a  pul lo rum-passed  flock  and  hatched  in  a  pul lorum-passed' hatch¬ 
ery  may  be  recognised  as  a  pullorom-passed  flock,  on  one  annual  test 
conducted  pndGr  the  supervision  of  an  official  S tat e_ agency  if  no  re¬ 
actors  are  found. 

Birds  may  not  be  added^  to  pul lo rum-passed  flocks  except. after  the 
approval  of  the  official  super'/'isor  .and  then  only  from  pul  lo  rum-passed 
or  pull  0  rum-clean  flocks*  ... 

,  U.  S.  PULLOEUM-PASSED  HATCHERY:  A  hatchery  operating  und.er.,  the . 
rules  of  an  official  State  agency  and  hatching  only  eggs  or  brooding 
only  chicks  from  U.  S.  Fuliorum-Passed  or  U.  S.  Pul lorum-G lean  flocks 
.in  the  hatchery, 

U.  S.  PULLORUI'^-PASSED  CHICKS;  CMcks  hatched  from  eggs  produced 
I'y  E.  S.  Pullorum-Passed  flocks  and  hatched  in  a  E»  S.  Pallorom-Passed 
hatchery.  -  ... 

‘  *1' 

U.  S.  PULLORUM-PASSED  EGGS:  Eggs  from  U*  S.  Pullorum-Passed  flocks. 

f 

U.  S.  PU.LLORI..M-CT.:EAE  FLOCKS;  Flocks  which  when  tested  for  pullorum  ■ 
disease  under  the  supervision  of  an  official  Stat^  agency  contain  no  | 

fCaiCtors  in  two  consecutive  tests  not'Tess  than  six  months  apart,  the 
last  test  being- m-ade  within  the  testing  year  immediately  prece^ng  date  • 

of  sale  of  hatching- eggs  or  chicks  from  such  flocks.  All  pullorum  .tests  ' 

of  -flocks  of  thi S' grade  or  flocks  that  are  candidates  for  this- grade  -- 

.  i 
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must  te  rerported  to  the  supervising  official  State  agency  and  reacftoivs 
occurring  in  unofficial  tests  shall  "be  considered  on  the  same  basis  as 
any  reactors  in  official  tests. 

A  flock  developed  exclusively  from  purchased  hatching  eggs  pro¬ 
duced  by  a  IT.  S.  Pul lo rum- Clean  flock  and  hatched  in  a  U.  S.  P'allorum- 
Clean  hatciiery  ma^r  be  recognized  as  a  U.  S.  Pullorum-Clean  flock,  on 
one  annual  test  conducted  under  the  supervision  of  an  official  State 
agency  if  no  reactors  are  found. 

Birds  may  not  be  added  to, IT.  S*  P’allorum-Clean  flocks  except  after 
the  approval  of  the  official  supervisor  and  then  only  from  U.  S.  Pullorum- 
Clean  flocks. 

U.  S.  PUT'LCPJI.I-GLPAl'I  E-idCHIIRY:  A  hatchery  operating  under  the 
rules  of  an  official  State  agency  and  hatching  only  eggs  or  brooding  only 
chicks  from  U.  S.  P^aiior-’om-Clean  flocks  in  the  hatchery. 

U.  S.  PhLIOHl^i  CTiBih  SmCKS:  Chicks  hatched  from  eggs  produced 
by  U.  S.,  Pullorum-Clean  flocfcs  and  hatched  in  a  U.  S.  Pullorum-Clean 
hatchery. 

U.  S.  PULLOPUI'A-CLBAN  EG-GS;  Eggs  from  TJ,  s,  Pullorum-Clean  flocks. 

In  the  case  of  IT.  S.  Piullorum-Passed  and  TJ.  S.  Pillo rum- Clean 
flocks,  all  birds  rot'V:ned  to  the  prec.is's  fro'";  poultry  exhibits  or 
®gg“lac.‘ing  contests  o’:  ^vhich  have  been  removed  from  the  premises  for 
any  purpose  v.hatsosve::,  shall  be  quarantined  f.-r  at  least  30  days,  and 
officially  tested  once  at  the  time  of  return  and  again  at  least  30  days 
later,  and  any  reactors  removed  immediately  after  each  test. 


